
August Stramm (1874–1915) was a German poet and playwright, and considered 
one of the first expressionists. Stramm’s poems stand out clearly from those of 
others because of their conciseness and hardness, and because of their far-advanced 
language experiments. “Urtod(Primal Death)” is written in 1915, the year he was 
killed in action on the Eastern Front during World War I.

The unusually narrow portrait format of the box visually follows August Stramm’s 
Urtod and thus seems to be the perfect habitat for the poem. Its line length 
never exceeds that of a word, so it seems to grow slenderly in height. However, 
once the book inside is opened, a fan-like book space is revealed, the pages of which 
are interlinked and which want to be viewed in a landscape Format. All of a sudden, 
the small spaces are revealed, each containing a single word component of the 
poem. It is an invitation to the viewer to follow the reading direction suggested by 
the book structure.

I found every single word intense and weighty, as the time gap between the lines is 
more than a hundred years. For this reason, I gave each of the 47 words a unique 
space and embossed them to emphasize them.
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Urtod is housed in a clamshell box. This unusually narrow 
portrait format of the box visually follows August Stramm’s 
Urtod and thus seems to be the perfect habitat for the poem.

The Poem Urtod in original German and in English translation 
is Intaglio printed inside the clamshell box. Its line length 
never exceeds that of a word, so it seems to grow slenderly in 
height.

Once the book inside is opened, a fan-like inner space is 
revealed, the pages of which are interlinked.

All of a sudden, the small spaces are revealed, each containing 
a single word component of the poem. It is an invitation to 
the viewer to follow the reading direction suggested by the 
book structure.

A close-up view of the spine. Each single sheet is stitched and 
bound through narrow parchment straps.

Hyewon Jang   Urtod


